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last.3 A letter from Ashton to West, undated but placed
by Mitford among those of 1737, has *' Mr Walpole is now
with us & his Sense will soon get the better of his mis-
fortune.3 Ashton continues fDr Barnard's determination
of me for Eton is an honor I have no inclination to accept.
My friend Horace has disposd of me in a way more to my
Satisfaction. I am engagd to Ld Plymouth. When I
leave Cambridge I am not certain.3

By comparison with the letter which follows it, and
in the absence of other evidence I am disposed (but very
doubtfully) to assign to the year 1737 this letter of Ashton's
to West.

16.   * ASHTON TO WEST.

King's Coll: Camb : Nov 16 (?)
Dear West,

If you judge my esteem for you by the number
of my letters, you err in yr judgment. 'Tis true I am
very dilatory in my remittances; at which you will
less wonder, when I acquaint you with the Cause.
You must know then that for the three months past
I have constantly laboured under the intolerable
fatigue of having nothing to do, & it is my mis-
fortune (excuse my infirmity) always to be most busy
when I have least business. This to you will seem
a Paradox: but my Case is much the same as Charles
Lyttleton's, who staid 2 years at Oxford, without
seeing the Musaeum, because he might have seen it
every day. When I had so much time upon my
hands, I could not see one hour more convenient for is
